Kaleidoscope Monthly Newsletter May 2019
A Message from Dr. TaraColleen Macatee:

PARENT EDUCATION SUPPORT GROUP:
Welcoming Michele A. Leahy, MS, CPWIC, founder and CEO of
M. Leahy & Associates to discuss applying for government
benefits including SSI/SSDI and waivers, workplace incentives,
adult supports, or disability rights.
Disability Life Planning
Tuesday, May 28th 6:30-8:00pm
Bethel AME Church
50 S. Merion Avenue, Bryn Mawr, PA 19010
Bring your child (18 and over) to a simultaneous social skills peer
support group. Refreshments served.
Please RSVP to Pam Frebowitz pfrebowitz@kfamilysolutions.org

May brings a welcome change of scenery, attitudes and
overall joy for everyone around me. I can feel the
positivity in the air as we welcome summer and all that it
brings in areas of growth and opportunity. It’s amazing to
watch as everything becomes brighter, from clothing - to
nature - to our human nature - to offering more empathy
and love to everyone around us – it’s quite magical.
Our Kaleidoscope May Vision Statement perfectly
mirrors all of the beauty that May brings by encouraging
my team to “Instill Positive Values” in our workplace, our
homes, in the community, and especially the individuals
we have the pleasure to support. Going back to the idea
of change, it is vividly apparent that positivity surrounds
everything we do in a more apparent way. It could be
that we open doors more for strangers or let cars slip in
front of us while driving. It could be that we smile at our
neighbors who just recently have been spending time
indoors to avoid the cold weather and April rain. The
ability to be able to inspire positive values in others
always brings out the best in us. I am looking forward to
being a part of your journey during this time of growth,
beauty and inspiration!
Please make sure you follow us on Facebook and
Instagram so you can see all of our photos and updates.

Always time for Mardi Gras!
Gabe and JJ at Kathy's Circle
of Friends event!

Bryn Mawr Peer Support Groups
Every Tuesday 12:30-2:30 & 6:30-8:00pm
5/7 Social Skills: Getting to know each other with The Ungame!
5/7 Social Skills: “Let’s Get Social” Group Game
5/14 Self Reflection: Things That I Love
5/14 Social Skills: “Who Am I” Group Game
5/21 Community Service: Kaleidoscope Colors the Community
Summer Project Planning Day
5/21 Independent Living: Cooking Class - Mini Pizzas
5/28 Social Skills: Picnic in the Park/Group Games – Bring lunch and
a fold up chair or blanket to sit on.
5/28 Social Skills: Affirmation Tree Painting Group Project

Just a few
photos from
Phillies Autism
Awareness
Night!

Locations: Bethel AME Church: 50 S. Merion Ave., Bryn Mawr, PA
Ashbridge Memorial Park: 1301 Montgomery Ave, Bryn Mawr, PA
(Parking near Airdale and County Line Road)

Allentown Peer Support Group – Every 3rd Friday!
5/17 1:00-3:00pm Planting Vegetables for Earth Day
Location: KFS Office, 2200 Hamilton Street, Allentown, PA Lower Level
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The SPOTLIGHT is on Lindsey!

A special thank you to our monthly
providers who went the extra mile to
service the individuals they work with!
We couldn’t be more proud and honored
to work with you!
Congratulations to Lorrie Turnage – Downs
who was recognized by one of our support
coordinators. The support coordinator stated
that her individual Barb has made so many
positive life changes and it is all because of
Lorrie. She truly cares about her individuals
and it shows!
Denai Dunham has been with us just a
couple of weeks but has jumped right in to
assist in staffing a more difficult case. She
has also readily volunteered to take on
additional cases for individuals that have
current and upcoming needs because she was
able to connect with them at the biweekly
activity.
Paul Karmon is an exemplary support
professional who goes beyond his job to
make sure that the individuals and family he
works with are happy with his
companionship. Paul is great at keeping in
touch with his coordinator to inform them
well in advance of any events that may affect
his shifts and communicates any problems or
issues that arise from a session in a timely
manner.
Josh Bartholomew has been with KFS for
over 4 years. Josh is always open to new
ideas and trainings to better his skills as a
support staff. Josh is communicative with his
team and does a phenomenal job giving
feedback. He is always open to attending
team meetings, and helping his individuals in
any way he can. Josh is very personable and
maintains a great rapport with his individuals
and their families.

1.
2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

Where and with whom do you live with?
Mom and Jimmy (stepdad)
When you finished high school, what were
your goals? To find something I can do
that I enjoy throughout the day, like my
Day Program.
What are some of your hobbies and
interests? I like to do puzzles, color, and
care for my dogs
Do you work or volunteer? If so, where? I
volunteer for Meal on Wheels and at the
Ambulance Corp
What is your favorite thing about your job?
My favorite thing about volunteering is
being able to help others who need it.
What are some goals for your future now?
To help my friends at my Day Program
and to continue to volunteer.
If you could name one thing, what is the
best part of your life? The best part of my
life is living with my mom and being able
to volunteer to help other people.
Kareem and Crystal
celebrated Earth Day by
painting a new bird feeder!

Great job Eitan for putting yourself
out there at the Lehigh Carbon
Community College Job Fair!

Competitive puzzling at
its best!! Take a look at
the teamwork!

Love that Julia was given an
extended family on Sesame Street.
You may recall that Sesame
introduced Julia, a puppet with
autism a few years ago. Enjoy this
article and video:

https://www.goodmorningamerica.com
/wellness/story/sesame-streetintroduces-julias-family-rollsresources-families-62078999
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Crystal was able to get the keys to her
OWN APARTMENT and will be able to
begin moving in! We are extremely
proud of Crystal for this
accomplishment!! Below is a photo of
Crystal in front of her new apartment.

Check out these
amazing paintings
by Catherine and
Marissa!

Brianna does a great job as a
soccer assistant coach!

Michael spent the
day at the Heinz
History Center!
Shania has been doing a wonderful job volunteering
at STAR. She takes pride in her work & this week
she was able to start to learn to groom the horses!

Danny was selected after a fireman
committee vote to become a volunteer
fireman for Whitehall Borough!

Praise for Kaleidoscope
“I just had a support coordinator reach out to me and tell me how
wonderful of a job Lorrie Turnage Downs has been doing with our
individual Barb. The support coordinator specifically asked if we did
anything for staff with recognizing them because of how much
improvement she has seen with the individual, and how much Lorrie has
made an impact in this person’s life. Lorrie truly cares about her
individuals and it shows! The support coordinator stated that Barb has
made so many positive life changes due to her services with KFS.”
--Rachel Nordby, KFS Clinical Coordinator



A mom told me at our team meeting yesterday that she appreciates
everything Kaleidoscope does to ensure that we locate a provider that is a
good fit for her daughter.
--Emily Gates, KFS Clinical Coordinator







Amanda from SAM stated that she “doesn’t know how we do it. We find
good, quality staff when no one else can.”
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Ali played basketball and did an obstacle course at a
Special Olympic event held by F&M College
students!
Stephinie attended a Bingo Fundraiser for Gigi’s
Playhouse and won $228 in a raffle and a potted
pansie that held $150 worth of gift cards!
Weronika and James both won 4 gold medals at their
Special Olympics Swimming Competitions!
Sarah bowled her highest score last Friday!
Holly started taking Karate lessons and loves them!
Todd got a new job at Wawa!
Stephanie is learning to do her own laundry!
Bobby gave up sugary drinks and is committed to a
healthier lifestyle!
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Mayflower Cupcakes
You will need:

The SPOTLIGHT is on Wanda!
Wanda had so many wonderful
accomplishments in 2018 and is
continuing the positive pattern this
year as well! Last year, Wanda
received two hard-earned
certificates for the completion of
Thrive Life Skills Program and
Community Health Promoter. This
year she completed the training to
become her brother’s Home Health
Aid.

Frosted cupcakes
White cardstock or photo paper
Colored cardstock
Lollipop sticks (4 inch and 6 inch)
Scissors
Glue
Hole punch
Loved making edible arrangements
with the WPA crew!

On a social note, Wanda recently
joined her local Special Olympic
games for track and field. She also
participates in Kaleidoscope’s
many social groups. We are so
proud of Wanda and all of her
many successes!

What to do:
Prepare cupcakes as desired, or purchase store-bought.
To frost as shown, use a disposable decorating bag with
a star tip to pipe frosting on cupcakes and add leaf
confetti sprinkles (all of these supplies are found at the
craft store.)
Instructions:
Cut rectangles in assorted sizes from the white cardstock
to make sails. Punch two holes in the rectangle, one
centered at the top and one at the bottom. Insert a
lollipop stick through both holes. Cut a diamond shape
from the colored paper, fold at the center and glue
around the top of the lollipop stick. Insert into cupcakes.
Tip: Use the 6 inch lollipop sticks to hold two
rectangles, use the 4 inch lollipop sticks for one
rectangle sail.
https://thedecoratedcookie.com/wpcontent/uploads/2016/05/thanksgiving-Mayflower-

Jill won 2 gold
medals in
Horseback riding
this past Sunday!

cupcakes.jpg

Showing off our
beautiful flowers
that we planted
for Earth Day!

Kaleidoscope Family Solutions
Home Office
950 East Haverford Road
Suite 100A
Bryn Mawr, PA 19010
P: 877-384-1729 F: 610-527-8672

Wanda and her
friends celebrating
her birthday at peer
support group!
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