Kaleidoscope Monthly Newsletter April 2019
PARENT EDUCATION SUPPORT GROUPS:
A Message from Dr. TaraColleen Macatee:
Spring is in the air and we are ready to embrace the colorful
journey that comes along with it. Being an agency that exudes the
concept of adding color into the world makes the beauty of April
extra special. Not only do we get to live our mission to create a
colorful difference in the lives of everyone around us, we get to
see it in action as nature takes over. Maybe that is why we use the
term “Encouraging Excellence” as the corresponding vision
statement for the letter “E” in Kaleidoscope. It certainly makes it
easier to encourage excellence as the birds are singing, flowers are
blooming, and on a personal level, our own moods become
brighter and more positive.
April is also Autism Awareness and Acceptance Month!
Kaleidoscope celebrates our relationships with the autism
community every day; however, we are able to put tangible
practices in action this month with the many events and activities
we, and our community partners, host. It brings us closer together
in the quest for action and connection. Likewise, we get the chance
to interview many of our individuals with autism who are living
abundant lives with the ultimate goal of independence and
meaning.
I encourage you to send us your stories of success so we can share
them in our newsletters and on social media. By spreading the joy
that permeates the autism community, we can also raise hope.
Sometimes it’s just the little things that make the greatest impact.
Have a wonderful month full of sunshine and color.

Bryn Mawr Peer Support Groups
Every Tuesday 12:30-2:30 & 6:30-8:00pm
4/2 Career Readiness: My Career Flower Activity Project
4/2 Independent Living: Cooking Class - Chicken Pot Pie
4/9 Social Skills: Conversation Starters
4/9 BINGO: New Prizes!
4/16 Independent Living: Cooking Class – Chicken Fajitas
4/16 Social Skills: Group Games
4/23 Social Skills: Celebrate Earth Day with Flower Pots – Cost $2 pp
4/23 Life Planning: Paint Your Best Life Banner
4/30 Community Service: Gratitude Card Squares for the Homeless
4/30 Self Reflection: Gratitude Rainbow Art Project
Location: Bethel AME Church: 50 S. Merion Ave., Bryn Mawr, PA 19010

Allentown Peer Support Group – Every 3rd Friday!
4/19 1:00-3:00pm Planting Vegetables for Earth Day
Location: KFS Office, 2200 Hamilton Street, Allentown, PA Lower Level
Questions or RSVP to pfrebowitz@kfamilysolutions.org

Creating a Colorful Difference

Coatesville: Thursday, April 18th 6:30pm
Hattie Carrol-Ratcliff, EdS, LPC, NCC, ACS
Executive Functioning Autism and I/DD
Bryn Mawr: Tuesday, April 23rd 6:30pm
Pam Frebowitz, M.S.
The Truth about Waivers and What to Know
Please see attached flyers for more details.

What a fun and creative night making
puppets at our evening peer support group!

Kaleidoscope at the Autism Speaks Walk!
Join Team Kaleidoscope in Lehigh Valley to walk
for autism awareness and acceptance!
Date:
Location:
Schedule:
10:00am

April 27, 2019
Steelstacks at ArtsQuest Center
8:30am Registration opens
Opening Ceremonies begins

Meet your KFS team between 8:30 and 9am to get your TShirt and connect with your friends. Please preregister on the
Autism Speaks website and making a donation of your
choice. Plan to join us for lunch following the walk.
Please RSVP to KFS coordinator as soon as possible.
http://act.autismspeaks.org/site/TR/Walk/GreaterPhiladelphia
?fr_id=4270&pg=entry
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Mission Monday is our space to thank providers who continue to
go above and beyond when servicing KFS individuals.
Please help us salute our monthly winners!

Autism Awareness and Acceptance Month!
The SPOTLIGHT on Joseph!
Joseph lives with brother, sister-in-law and mom in a new house
close to Lancaster City. His hobbies are playing video games
and spending time with his two cats. Joseph enjoys volunteering
at Free Geek Penn, where he dismantles computers to be
recycled. Joseph also is an active member of the KFS social
group and participates in many activities with his friends. The
below photo is of Joseph and Deidre, his KFS provider.

We love our
cooking
classes!
So much
comradery and
skill-building!

Western, PA: Bonnie Poling has been going above and beyond
recently filling in with an individual to ensure he has groceries and
making sure he is getting to go to church consistently. Since this
individual has not had consistent staff, Bonnie has made sure he’s
been going out into the community to do fun activities. We appreciate
all the Bonnie does for KFS and how she continues to care and
support our individuals!
Northeastern, PA: Josh Bartholomew has been with KFS for over 4
years. Josh has really grown into his role as a support staff. Josh is
always open to new ideas and trainings to better his skills as a support
staff. Josh is communicative with his team and does a phenomenal
job giving feedback. He is always open to attending team meetings,
and helping his individuals in any way he can. Josh is very personable
and maintains a great rapport with his individuals and their families.
Central, PA: Kendria Berringer really goes above and beyond for
her individual and they have an amazing rapport. Kendria provides
two types of services to her individual (Community Support and Job
Coaching), and she does a great job at providing support for both
services. She often notes that her individual sometimes gets frustrated
at work because of technical issues, but that she is able to talk to him,
and help him develop coping skills to calm down.
Eastern, PA: Kelly Murray Howe for handling issues with her
individual and a new staff during a respite service over a weekend.
She is always providing new opportunities and ideas for community
activities and her overall dedication to her individuals is a privilege to
witness.
Lancaster: LeAna Gregory has been very helpful recently with
picking up hours. She jumped right in and helps the individuals work
on skills to become more independent. Upon meeting Adam for the
first time, I talked about him wanting to learn to use his cell phone.
She immediately began brainstorming and helped him set up talk to
text on his phone to master this skill.

“I Love Me” Heart Project at
peer support group!

Creating a Colorful Difference

Great teamwork at game day in CPA!
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Our proud EPA bowling league!
Edward hard at work at the Stables
at the Yellow House Restaurant!

Maggie worked on her
cooking goal by making
taco zucchini boats!

WPA at the Erie Bayhawk Game!

Michelle and Keisha making
popcorn for game night!

Great progress with
money management
skills Kareem!

Out in our
local
retirement
community
creating
smiles and
sharing
gifts with
our friends!

Brianna having fun
at her monthly
card game!

Praise for Kaleidoscope
“I am lucky to work with individuals on a variety of the spectrum and so proud of
how much they progress. Like today, Kareem's mom called to tell me that he not
only paid for his movie ticket last night, but he gave the CORRECT amount of
money and even counted it out! Six months ago he struggled with the value of
money. I am so happy that I was able to teach him something that improves the
quality of his life.”
--Crystal Arnold, KFS Direct Care Provider
I recently spoke with the parents of Cristian for his 30 day satisfaction assessment.
They stated that services are going great and that his KFS provider, Stephanie
Martin, has been a great help with Cristian getting out in the community. She is
helping him build communication skills with his friends and even strangers that he
meets.”
--Jenelle Eshleman, KFS Clinical Coordinator

Creating a Colorful Difference










Because of a new device, Brianna was able to
have her first two cavities filled!
Bobby got a job at Dollar Tree!
Jackie has been working hard at her local
healthplex. She wipes down the equipment!
EPA Bowling News: Sarah and Danny had 3
strikes back to back, Maurice had 4 strikes and 3
spares finishing at 150 beating his own high
score of 144, Dallas won the first game!
Meghan got a job at the WAWA and is very
excited to work with them. She already works at
CVS and volunteers at a food bank. She is a
very busy girl!
Robert has been volunteering at Easter Seals!
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Autism Awareness and Acceptance Month!
The SPOTLIGHT is on Tim!
(Q) Where did you graduate high school?
(A)First I wanted to get a job and become a farmer, but that changed.
Now I want to become a business person and own an online store that
sells syrup and other products made from wild and edible plants.
(Q) What are your hobbies and interests?
(A) Video games, cooking, drawing and
designing, creating Beta video games, science
(Q) Tell us about your work situation.
(A) I work at the Center for Creative
Works, where people with disabilities
learn to be creative by drawing, painting,
knitting, sewing, making music, cooking,
bodging, embroidering, making T-shirts,
D and 3D modeling, and ceramics. I work
for a cooking teacher where I prepare
food and snacks for any events held at
the Center for Creative Works. I teach wood
working to individuals of all ages. I also teach writing, drawing, and
other art to college students at Haverford College. I really enjoy bodging
class where I chisel and shave green wood to create special projects.

Here is something that
will make you smile: The
Lancaster team made
appreciation cards to give
out when people do
something nice!

(Q) What are your goals for your business in the future?
(A) I sell homemade syrup, which is made with edible tree bark. I plan
to grow my business and sell my products online. I also want to sell
special products from wild and edible plants.
Long term: help people in need of food or jobs, hire people with
disabilities or people who are homeless to work for my business, sell
my food around the world
Short term: finish making syrup for people on my waiting list
(Q) If you could name one thing, what is the best part about your life?
(A) Family and friends
Allentown enjoying a nice
dinner “on the town”!

Ernie and Jacob found a nice
place to read books together!

Creating a Colorful Difference

Friendship
and
cupcakes …
what could
be better!

Kaleidoscope Family Solutions
Home Office
950 East Haverford Road
Suite 100A
Bryn Mawr, PA 19010
P: 877-384-1729 F: 610-527-8672
www.kfamilysolutions.org
www.facebook.com/kfscares
www.linkedin.com/company/kaleidoscopefamily-solutions-incwww.twitter.com/kfscares
www.instagram.com/kfscares
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